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AQUATIC VEGETATION 

HUBBARD CREEK RESERVOIR 

 

 
The District is again receiving a number of comments and inquiries concerning the summer 

Hydrilla bloom at Hubbard Creek Reservoir (HCR).  As in previous years, we are in regular 

contact with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). 

 

TPWD Inland Fisheries has conducted annual hydrilla coverage surveys, and they documented 

extensive coverage during the most recent surveys conducted from 2017-2019.  During the most 

recent surveys conducted in August 2018 and 2019, some public lake access areas were 

identified as some places of concern and as possible candidates for aquatic herbicide treatments.  

Those that were included were HCR boat ramps, the swimming area, and two areas used 

commonly for boating corridors.  Many anglers protested the possibility of treatments of 

hydrilla, so chemical treatment decisions were abandoned.  TPWD Inland Fisheries has been 

adamant that any possible hydrilla treatments being considered would be minimal to control 

access issues but not at the expense of the quality of fish habitat and angling. 

 

As of late, treatments of hydrilla have not been conducted because the coverage surveys have 

been conducted later in the growing season and the fall and winter seasons cause hydrilla to go 

dormant. Rising and falling water levels can also abate vegetation growth, but did not 

significantly do so for the summer of 2020. 

 

Therefore, once again we are visiting with TPWD on possible treatment considerations.  Another 

survey will be conducted later this summer with the same public access areas to be contemplated 

for treatment. 

 

As an alternative, lake lot owners always have the option to treat areas around their ramp, dock, 

or swimming areas with chemical herbicide or other methods.  However, any mitigation will 

require a TPWD permit application and approval. 
 
For additional information, see: 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/environconcerns/nuisance_plants/ 

For the permit application, click on Appendix C in the above link. 

 

For a list of licensed aquatic chemical applicators in Texas: 

http://www.texasaquaculture.org/PDF/Avail_List.pdf 


